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SUBJECT: INDIRA GANDHI TO VISIT MAURITIUS 

1 . DR. KARAN SINGH, INDIAN MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
PLANNING, CONFIRMED AT A PRESS CONFERENCE SEPTEMBER 2 THAT 
PRIME MINISTER INDIRA GANDHI WILL VISIT MAURITIUS IN OCTOBER. 
DR. SINGH HEADED THE INDIAN DELEGATION TO THE SECOND WORLD 
HINDI CONVENTION AND MET THE PRESS PRIOR TO RETURNING TO 
INDIA VIA EAST AFRICA. HE SAID MRS. GANDHI WOULD ALSO 

VISIT ZAMBIA AND TANZANIA. 

2. ASKED BY A JOURNALIST WHETHER MRS. GANDHI'S VISIT WOULD 
NOT CONSTITUTE AN INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL POLITICAL 
AFFAIRS OF MAURITIUS, SINCE THE COUNTRY IS PREPARING FOR 
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS TO BE HELD SHORTLY, DR. SINGH SAID 
SUCH INVOLVEMENT WOULD BE CONTRARY TO INDIAN GOVERNMENT 
POLICY, MRS. GANDHI HAD BEEN INVITED PERSONALLY BY THE GOM, 
AND MAURITIUS IS A SOVEREIGN, INDEPENDENT STATE. 
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3. IN RESPONSE TO SEVERAL QUESTIONS REGARDING THE EMERGENCY 
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MEASURES TAKEN BY THE GOI, DR. SINGH SAID THE GREAT MAIORITY 
OF THE INDIAN PEOPLE HAD "HEADED A SIGH OF RELIEF" WHEN THE 
STATE OF EMERGENCY WAS INSTITUTED "BECAUSE CERTAIN PEOPLE 
WERE BENT ON DESTROYING THE ECONOMY." DR. SINGH CRITICIZED 
THE WESTERN PRESS FOR CONDUCTING A "VILIFYING CAMPAIGN" 

IN ALLEGING THAT INDIA "IS ON THE WAY TO DICTATORSHIP" 

AND SAID THIS HAPPENED WHENEVER AN INDEPENDENT STATE "TRIES 
TO FLY WITH ITS OWN WINGS". THE MINISTER TURNED ASIDE A 
QUESTION ABOUT THE "SALE OF DIEGO GARCIA" BY SAYING THAT 
INDIA WISHES THE INDIAN OCEAN TO BE A ZONE OF PEACE. 

4. COMMENT: DR. SINGH S CONFIRMATION OF MRS. GANDHI'S 
VISIT WILL END SPECULATION ABOUT IF AND WHEN IT WILL TAKE 
PLACE. THE DATE COMMONLY MENTIONED IS OCTOBER 8. OSTENSIBLE 
PURPOSE OF HER VISIT IS TO DEDICATE THE MAHATMA GANDHI 
INSTITUTE, WHICH GOI HELPED FINANCE. REASON FOR INTENSE 
INTEREST IN HER VISIT HERE IS BELIEF THAT RULING LABOR 
PARTY INTENDS TO CAPITALIZE ON IT TO BOOST ITS ELECTORAL 
PROSPECTS, SINCE INDIAN LEADER'S PRESENCE IS EXPECTED TO 
STIR EMOTIONS OF INDO-M AURITIAN S WHO FORM BULK OF LABOR 
PARTY'S HISTORICAL CONSTITUENCY. OPPOSITION NATURALLY LOOKS 
ASKANCE AT THIS OBVIOUS APPEAL TO COMMUNALISM. 
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